
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATES5536 June 21, 2000
In past disasters, EDA funding, com-

bined with Community Development
Block Grants, has been a critical tool
in helping towns and cities recover:
Midwest Floods in 1993—$200 million
for EDA plus $200 million for CDBG;
Northridge Earthquake in 1994—$55
million for EDA plus more than $225
million for CDBG; Tropical Storm
Alberto in 1994—$50 million for EDA
plus $180 million for CDBG; Red River
Valley Floods in 1997—$52 million in
EDA plus $500 million for CDBG; and in
the Agriculture Appropriations, there
is no EDA or CDBG funding allocated
for Hurricane Floyd affected states.
None.

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, this
amendment has been cleared on both
sides of the aisle.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, the amendment is agreed to.

The amendment (No. 3589) was agreed
to.

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I
move to reconsider the vote, and I
move to lay that motion on the table.

The motion to lay on the table was
agreed to.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Vermont.
f

SENATOR INOUYE OF HAWAII
Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, there has

been discussion of the great honor that
the distinguished senior Senator from
Hawaii earned. He actually earned it
when I was a child. He earned it on the
battlefield in Europe, particularly in
Italy, my mother country.

I will speak further on this at a more
appropriate time. But I have served
with DAN INOUYE for 25 years, and only
because I was managing this bill was I
not with him when he received the
honor today. I talked to him before. I
told him how enormously proud I am of
him—all of his colleagues are proud of
him—for the 25 years that I have
served with him.

While he did not receive the honor at
the time it was due—and many know
why—his bravery was so well dem-
onstrated at a time in this country
when our sense of inclusion of people of
all races was not as good as it is today.
But I think the feeling of veterans and
the feeling of historians have vindi-
cated his achievements throughout all
of this time.

I think of one thing. I was overseas
for the 50th anniversary of D-Day, and
when DAN INOUYE walked onto the
stage when his name was announced,
veterans from all over this country
cheered and applauded. He was accom-
panied by another distinguished Mem-
ber of this body who was also cheered,
from the Presiding Officer’s State, Sen-
ator Dole. It was an emotional moment
for all Senators who were there to see
two such loved Members of this body
received that way.

Today we open a new chapter in our
country—closing not a very good chap-
ter—and we did the right thing telling
everybody that DAN INOUYE earned the
Congressional Medal of Honor.

I yield the floor.

f

FOREIGN OPERATIONS, EXPORT
FINANCING, AND RELATED PRO-
GRAMS APPROPRIATIONS ACT,
2001—Continued

AMENDMENT NO. 3545

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, due
to some confusion in the processing of
cleared amendments, a mistake was
made. Therefore, I ask unanimous con-
sent to vitiate action on amendment
No. 3545.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?

Without objection, it is so ordered.
Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I ask

unanimous consent that Senators
COVERDELL, KENNEDY, and I be added as
cosponsors to the Dodd amendment re-
garding the Peace Corps.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

ASSISTANCE TO LEBANON

Mr. ABRAHAM. Mr. President, if the
distinguished Senator from Kentucky
will yield, I would like to clarify some
issues regarding additional assistance
to Lebanon.

Mr. MCCONNELL. I would be happy
to yield to my colleague from Michi-
gan.

Mr. ABRAHAM. As the Senator
knows, I have a special interest in the
provision of the bill that provides $15
million for development activities in
Lebanon, including support for the
American educational institutions
there. I am pleased that this year that
level of funding is maintained in the
bill as it was reported from committee,
and I wish to thank the Senator from
Kentucky for his leadership and the in-
terest that he too has taken in Leb-
anon’s future.

As you know, earmarking $15 million
in economic assistance is an important
beginning to a comprehensive aid pack-
age to Lebanon. However, the recent
events in the South of Lebanon call for
a more detailed and larger aid package
to Lebanon.

A larger aid package can help the
country rebuild itself due to the devas-
tation of the past 30 years. Specifi-
cally, Lebanon needs the financial as-
sistance to: rebuild its schools; repair
and rebuild its sewage systems; repair
its destroyed power generation plants;
upgrade its water purification facili-
ties; and construct general infrastruc-
ture projects.

In my opinion, a package similar to
the recent Jordanian package of $250
million would provide the type of sup-
port needed to effectively launch the
rebuilding effort.

Unfortunately, it appears that the
Administration is not currently pre-
pared to present a comprehensive aid
package. Several inquiries of the Ad-
ministration have produced no budg-
etary figures. This is disappointing in
that your legislation is clearly the ap-
propriate vehicles in which to include
this funding. Notwithstanding their re-

luctance, I would like to offer my
amendment to increase Lebanon’s
funding to $250 million.

Mr. MCCONNELL. Thank you, Sen-
ator ABRAHAM.

I, like you, am dismayed to learn
that the Administration has not of-
fered any budgetary amounts for an aid
package to Lebanon. You are abso-
lutely right that the current events in
Lebanon demand that we reexamine
our foreign aid package to that coun-
try.

As such, I pledge to work with you
every step of the way to see that a
more comprehensive aid package to
Lebanon is considered here in the Sen-
ate. I appreciate your suggested
amount, and would like to work with
you once all the elements for a succes-
sive aid package are assembled. This
requires input by the Administration,
and a plan as to what programs would
be funded and which ones would receive
priority funding. It is my hope that the
Administration will consult with us as
soon as possible regarding figures for
an assistance package. However, until
the Administration produces a com-
prehensive package, I will have to lay
your amendment aside.

Mr. ABRAHAM. I withdraw my
amendment.

Mr. MCCONNELL. The Senator’s
comments are appreciated. As always, I
will work with you and consult you as
we put this package together. I highly
value your expertise on Lebanon.

Mr. ABRAHAM. I thank the Senator
for that clarification. I also wish to
commend him and his committee for
their strong interest in a financial as-
sistance package for Lebanon.

CLIMATE CHANGE LANGUAGE

Mr. BYRD. Mr. President, Sec. 576 of
S. 2522 contains language regarding im-
plementation of the Kyoto Protocol. I
would like to ask the distinguished
Chairman and Ranking Member of the
Foreign Operations Subcommittee two
questions to clarify their under-
standing of this provision.

The United States is currently en-
gaged in climate change negotiations
to ensure meaningful participation of
developing countries and to ensure
that greenhouse gas emissions reduc-
tions are achieved in the most cost-ef-
fective manner. Is my understanding
correct that this provision is not in-
tended to restrict the Administration
from engaging in these international
negotiations related to both the
Framework Convention on Climate
Change (FCCC), which was ratified by
the Senate in 1992, and the Kyoto Pro-
tocol to that Convention?

As you also know, the Senate has
clearly expressed its views regarding
the Kyoto Protocol in S. Res. 98, adopt-
ed unanimously by the Senate on July
25, 1997. That resolution calls on the
Administration to support an approach
to climate change that protects the
economic interests of the United
States and seeks commitments from
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